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by Javier Errea

Why News
Design Matters

Legibility and

simplicity

Why is journalism in the situation it is,
surrounded by a climate of pessimism, lost
prestige, and mistrust? While the answers moy
e beyond the scope of this book, stil, the
soul-searching that hos been done arrives of the
reclization that a fair amount of responsibility
Jies with us, the journalists. We are where we
ore becouse we journalists have allowed it,
octively participated in creating a crisis that
envelops the printed word.

The goal of this book is not to cast more
doubt or blame; however, ot this moment in the
evolution of news design it is vitally important
10 have an honest discussion if we wish to
further the state of journalism. As designers,
we must sincerely explore the atfitudes, criteria,
ond tools that can offer journalism great oppor-
turities. As seen in these pages, it is storytelling
that will always remain ot the root, with visual
journalism becoming an essential factor in
the reinvention of newspapers. This tool is not
magic in itself. But for newspapers to continue
to thrive, design can crifically enrich and better
prepare them for the future. It is unrealistic
10 think of a good newspaper today witho
also thinking of a strong, consistent, and

est possible). The first paragraph of this powerh
document reads as follows:
“And what if they were wrong? And what
if digital conversion wos a lethal trap for the
printed press? And what if print media publi
around the world blundered by investing ol th
had in apps, websites, and mulfimedia new:
rooms? And what if the ethereal numbers of
page views and the extraordinary confluence
of press mastheads transformed into “media
brands” was a scam? [...] In our opinion,
the press, having folded in the face of the tech-
nological bluff with its exponential growth rates
and its gleaming glass city, has entangled itself
in a continuing cycle of absurd decisions.”
On very few occasions have | read
a more unflinchingly self-critical declaration
or one that our profession more urgently needed
to hear. The principal conclusions of the essay
by Beccaria and de St-Exupéry, publishers
of France's quarterly magazine XXI and, as of
January 2018, the weekly Ebdo, are equally
provocative: 1.) the digital world is not responsi-
ble for the current crisis; 2.) in print or on screen,
journalism must bravely undertake a profound
journdlistic revolution from the ground up; and
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Cohesive nature
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Layering and overlap
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'he market | chose
as discovering most
Bengali fabrics
om frienas. all table ed in radiant light every day
between five and six pm, against a wall brushed by the oblique rays
high in tig sky. The elements fell into plaq
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PF: The city and the countryside are an inexhaustible source of images.
| avoided the miserabilist picturesque. But | had to show the beauty
of daily life, even in its darkest aspects.

Slums, Raja Bazar, north Kolkata, July 2014

The flower market near Howrah Bridge, (one of three bridges spanning the Hoogt
between the Howrah train station and the city, central Kolkata, May 2014

Edited by..Jean-Erancois.Ghevrier

are used most notably as offerings in the temples.

W&M“&I&Reﬂ“&lﬂl%& R&pur, northeast Kolkata,

July 2014

; The day of the general election, May 12, 2014, Salt Lake City, northeast Kolkata

SHLIRPRE T NETSS. SRR e et 1|




